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(RECEIVED FOR PUBLICATION OCTOBER 14, 1952) Evidence in the Literature The literature suggests that there are grounds for suspecting that the necropsy room might be a centre for the dissemination of tuberculosis. Hedvall (1940) discussed the incidence of tuberculosis among students at Lund University, and found that it was significantly greater among medical students than among those of other faculties, and that a high proportion of the cases appeared to coincide with the course in general pathology. Bacteriological examination of the post-mortem rooms showed that tubercle bacilli (verified by culture and animal inoculation) were present on towels and trays and in the dust on necropsy tables for 24 hours after a necropsy on a case of tuberculosis, in spite of the usual precautions as regards cleanliness. No concluded that the most rapid increase in these conversions arose from laboratory and necropsy work. She stated that the disease occurred earlier and progressed more rapidly in women than in men, and that the necropsy room was one of the chief sources of danger. Since the institution of a new and strict regime for the conduct of necropsies, no cases of active tuberculosis had occurred.
An annotation in the British Medical Journal (1949) pointed out that the risk was not so easy to assess in this country as in Sweden and America, where necropsy and clinical work are separated, and that, although the figures from these two countries did not constitute proof, they were definite pointers. The people studied in these surveys were medical students, but if they run a risk there might be an even greater hazard to pathologists and postmortem attendants, who spend much more time in the necropsy room, though in general they are of a less susceptible age group. Post-mortem attendants especially might be exposed to special risks, as many of them do not understand the elementary rules of hygiene, let alone problems of bacterial contamination.
The A.C.P. Inquiry The Committee on Histopathology considered that detailed data involving a considerable amount of work on all concerned would be necessary in order to give an answer, and it was therefore decided to send a preliminary questionnaire to all members of the Association in charge of departments asking for their personal observations on the occurrence of tuberculosis among medical or other staff engaged in post-mortem work. If a prima facie case existed a more elaborate and detailed study would be warranted.
The questionnaire was in the following form:
( 
